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nobles who were dissatisfied with the Spanish marriages. She, no
doubt, knew very well that it was advisable, for the interests of
France, not to put herself unreservedly in the hands of Spain ;
but, at all events, it is plain that her sympathies were not with
England.

It would be impossible to play this double game much
longer. The States-General, which met in October,, could
hardly be dissolved without forcing her to declare her policy.

It is a strange and instructive contrast which meets the eye
of anyone who glances over the records of those two assemblies
The states-   which met on either side of the Channel in the course
General.      Of tke same yean    In-Westminster, the Commons
called upon the House of Lords to assist them against the
King.    In Paris, the Third Estate called upon the King to
assist it against the other two.    On both sides of the Channel
justice was on the side of the representatives of the people.
But whereas in England the House of Commons represented
the force as well as the rights of the nation, in France the Third
Estate was powerless unless the Sovereign would lend it the
strength of that organization which he alone could give.    Be-
tween it and the privileged orders there was a great gulf, which
it was in vain to attempt to bridge over.    One day an orator
from amongst the Third Estate spoke of the other orders as the
elder brethren of the family to which his own class belonged.
The nobles and the clergy shrank back with  horror at the
profanation, and the boy-King was brought down in state to bid
the Third Estate ask pardon for the insult which it had offered.
There was not one of the points upon which the Third
Estate insisted to which James, if he had sat upon the throne
of France, would not have given his hearty concurrence.  These
men would have made Louis XIII. a king indeed.    They
called on him to withdraw from the nobility the pensions which
were wrung out of the people, to take his stand against the
encroachments of the Papal power by imposing an oath of
allegiance, and to withdraw from the clergy certain privileges
which were oppressive to the people.    It was all in vain.    The
Regent had taken her side.   Her son should be King of the
nobles and the priests ; he should not be the King of the